48                   LECTURES AND ESSAYS

and  widespread emotions of hope and rever-
ence and love, which are human faculties and
require to be exercised, and that they destroy
the motives for good conduct.    To this it may
be answered that we have no right to call the
world a   blank while  it  is  full  of  men  and
women, even though our one friend may be
lost to us.    And in the regular everyday facts
of this common life of men, and in the promise
which it holds out for the future, there is room
enough and to spare for all the high and noble
emotions of which our nature is capable.    More-
over, healthy emotions are felt about facts and
not about phantoms; and the question is not
"What conclusion  will   be   most  pleasing or
elevating to my feelings ?" but " What is the
truth ? "    For it is not all human faculties that
have to be exercised, but only the good ones.
It is not right to exercise the faculty of feeling
terror or of resisting evidence.    And if there
are any faculties which prevent us from accept-
ing the truth and guiding our conduct by it,
these faculties ought not to be exercised.     As
for the assertion that these conclusions destroy
the motive for good conduct, it seems to me
that it is not only utterly untrue, but, because
of its great influence upon human action, one
of the most dangerous doctrines that can be set
forth.    The two questions which we have last
discussed are exceedingly difficult and complex